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SZT’L%EEE APg‘jED
Walsh Said to Study
Officials’ Testimony
‘On Help for Contras

:7' By PHILIP SHENON
Special to The New York Times :

WASHINGTON, May 10 — Lawrence
E. Walsh, the special prosecutor in the
Iran-contra affair, is closely studying
Congressional testimony by a group of
current and former Reagan Adminis-
tration officials to determine whether
false statem@nts were made about aid
to the Nicaraguan rebels, according to
Federal investigators.

The Mr. Walsh was pa
particular _attention to _statements
made to ress ott Abram

an _Assistant Secretary of State, Rob-

ert C. McFarlane, the former national
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Central Intelligence Agency.

McFarlane Due to Testify

Mr. Abrams has come under scru-
tiny, the investigators said, because of
testimony denying Government in-
volvement in the private aid network
and because he initially did not tell of
his personal effort to solicit a $10 mil-
lion donation for the rebels, known as
the contras, from the Sultan of Brunei.

Mr. McFarlane is scheduled to begin
testimony Monday before the special
Congressional committees investigat-
ing the Iran-contra affair. He is ex-
pected to apologize for his October 1985
statement to Congress denying ties be-
tween the National Security Council

staff and fund-raising for the contras.

. "Mr. Walsh’s intentions are not clear.
While it is illegal to lie to Congress, the
etime is rarely prosecuted. Proving
that testimony was intentionally false
ean be difficult, and Administration of-
ficials usually do not testify under oath.
. One Federal investigator suggested

tiat Mr. Waish seemed more likely to
uge evidence of false statements to
bring conspiracy charges. The state-
ments could then be described as acts
that furthered a conspiracy to violate
Qongressional restrictions on contra
aM. ¢
:'Mr. Walsh has said that his staff
would review transcripts of the current
€ongressional hearings on the Iran-
tra affair to determine whether
pérjury was being committed.
."Mr. Abrams, who oversees Latin
American policies at the State Depart-
thent, recently obtained a private law-
yér, W. DeVier Pierson, to help him
prepare for investigations by Mr.
Walsh and Congress. Mr. Pierson said
nk client had not been contacted by
Mir. Walsh’s staff,
».The lawyer said it was not surprising
that Mr. Waish would review testimony
¥} Mr. Abrams and others.

‘edge of the committee’s investigation

. ing with senators. :
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¥ Questions on Testimony
«*‘I think they’re doing what investi-
dtors always do,”” Mr. Pierson said.
‘At they are conducting an investiga-

that involves former or present
vernment officials, they look at

gior testimony to see if it provides‘ *

ts helptul for the investigation.”

+ Lawmakers have repeatedly ques-,
ed whether Mr. Abrams’s Congres-|
al testimony about contra aid was"

gecurate and complete. Although he!

hgs denied involvement in the covert

apparently illegal program to sup-: |

the contras in 1985 and 1986, some
bers of Congress say they do not
lieve his denials.

) note that Mr. Abrams, an acer-
bic official who seems to relish battles
with Congress, had frequent contact
with Lieut. Col. Oliver L. North, the for-
mer national security aide who coordie

the contra support network.
« Mr. Abrams has also been chairman
df the Restricted Interagency G s

an informal group of Government
3;13. once including Colonel North,
o helped coordinate contra policy.
Bewis A. Tambs, who was Ambassador
to Costa Rica until January, said the
p's core officers, including Mr.
.Abrams, directed him to lend support
both to the contras and to the private
Americans who were supplying them

with arms.

' ‘Up to His Eyebalis’

+ "I didn’t believe Abrams then.and |

't believe him now,” said Repre-
sentative Peter H. Kostmayer, Demo-
crat of Pennsylvania and a member of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee,
which has often heard testimony from
Mr. Abrams. ““I think he’s up to his eye-
balls in this stuff.”

"Other lawmakers, however, have

ongly defended Mr. Abrams.

“"Federal investigators said Mr. Wal

wauld review Mr. Abrams’s appear-
apce on Nov. 25 before a closed meet-
. ing of the Senate Intelligence Commit-
tee.

. That testimony has not been made
public, but a committee report on the

Jlmestigation said Mr. Abrams was

‘asked about ‘‘third-country support”

| for the contras. He failed to mention so-

| licitating $10 million from the Sultan of

i Brunet last summer to aid the contras.

l At about the same time, Mr. Abrams

| wits quoted publicly as saying, “‘No-

‘Body in this building had any idea of
any contributions coming from a for-
eifn government.”’

. In testimony before the Senate Intel-:
ligence Committee on Dec. 8, however,:
Mr. Abrams was placed under oath, ac-

-knowledged the Brunei donation, and
apologized ‘‘for withholding this infor-
mation,” the committee’s report said. ,

“He said he did not feel he had been,
asked a direct question and did not|

-realize until shown the transcript that|
his statements clearly left a mislead-!

.ing impression,’’ the report said. '

A Congressional official with knowl-i

said Mr. Abrams admitted to gaps in
his testimony only after he was con-
fronted with the transcripi at a meet-

"-When the lawmakers learned of

omissions in his testimony, ‘‘everybody
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got upset about it,” the official said.

An associate of Mr. Abrams said the:
account was inaccurate. It was Mr.:
Abrams, he said, who made the origi-
nal effort to clear up the misunder-
standing over the testimony.

Shortly after the November testimo-
ny, the associate said, Mr. Abrams
went to his superiors at the State De-

partment, received permission to dis-
close the Brunei donation, and, without
prompting, went back to the committee
to tell the full story.

Federal investigators said Mr. Walsh

[ will aiso study Mr. Abrams’s testimony

on Oct. 15, when he was asked by 8
House Foreign Affairs subcommittee
to discuss the crash in Nicaragua of an
American cargo plane carrying contra
supplies. The only survivor was Eu-
gene ‘l:;;enfus. an Am%ryic;;l me;g:-.
nary, was captured cara
convicted in a trial and later released.
The flight was part of the supply net-
work connected to Colenel North. Docu-
ments recently made c show that
Colonel North tried to a lawyer for
Mr. Hasenfus after the crash early in

October.

In his testimony, Mr. Abrams repeat- .
edly denied any Government involve- |
ment in the flight. ‘

“It was not organized, directed or fi-
nanced by the U.S. Government,” he

' said in prepared testimony. ‘‘Many pri-
vate citizens come forward to help in:
that struggle for freedom. I do not
know who they are, any more than |
know the identity of Americans

-who are helping the Communist re-
|i gime in Nicaragua.”
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